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TOPIC: The issues of Homelessness

The Issues of Homelessness in Atascadero.

The homelessness has been a big issue in

Atascadero for years now. Almost every street E C H O

L Carning Homeless Organization

you go down tends to have homeless people
and they can be aggressive.

This has lead to a lot of people including
students to feel scared or unsafe walking —EST 2001—
around town.
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RESEARCH

WHAT DID WE LEARN ABOUT THIS ISSUE?

- Why is it a problem
The coast of California's housing costs have
been rising a lot for the past couple of years. If
they go down then people could actually
afford to rent or buy a house.

Who does it affect?
Families, businesses, and young couples

Is it complicated?
Homeless people often refuse to go and get
help at the homeless shelter at Echo .

- What else should the City know?

The city should offer them help in different
way.

Number of people experiencing homelessness rises in 2023
Number of people reported in point-in-time count, by year:

[ Sheltered population ] Unsheltered population

3,000 No unsheltered
count in 2021
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Chart: Erin Petenko * Source: 2023 PIT Report * Created with Datawrapper




Can we learn from any mistakes? ' '
"

We could learn from their mistakes

by first talking to the business owner
who are around the transitional ,
housing. simmmpiiEEE Bt e




SOLUTIONS

WHAT ARE SOME SOLUTIONS TO THE ISSUE?

- 1. To lower the housing costs by
building smaller units.

2. Adding small apartments.

3. Convert Motel 6 into transitional
housing to get people off the street.

4. The relocation of the Echo
Shelter because it's not ideal to
have the homeless people near
schools.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Put more restrictions on loitering at
Echo and more officers to patrol

:

o

Relocate the Echo shelter in time

Sunken

Gardens

Remove camps off city owned property
and transfer to shelters

Offer incentives (3 meals/day) to
encourage people to accept
- transitional housing

Designate a camping area where it IS

ok to be that is safe and patrolled
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